July 22, 2008 Minutes
Community Outreach

Attendees:  Karla Gilson, Robin Fisher, Brandi Stone-Miller, Kristi Fuller, Heather Norris, Erin Gjerde-Bailey, Jennifer Sassman, Joanie Romes

1. Realty Store

a. Date is September 19, 2008.  The event will be held at Turkey Valley in northeast Iowa.  Other schools participating include South Winneshiek, CFS, Desales Catholic school.  In total we will have about 100 students attending the event.  Schools are interested in us providing pizza to get the students from each school to mingle with one another.  If we provide the pizza we are going to incorporate a game to get the kids to interact with one another.  Robin will get the details on the pizza.

b. Bags-we have enough bags for the event.

i. Karla will order calculators and pencils for the bags.  

ii. Karla will get candy from Sam’s Club.

iii. Robin will check on info the Commission provided last time for the bags.  She will also check on Choices info.

iv. Robin will check on tables and chairs for the event and the availability of getting in the school the night before to set up.

v. Committee will want to send a press release to the local papers- Karla will work on this along with Robin to get a list of the local papers.

vi. Karla will send out an e-mail to solicit volunteers- figure we need about 30.

2. Youth Homes of Mid-America at DMACC.

a. Very successful event last 2 years.

b. Perhaps we want to change the date to October/November.

c. Discussed brining in another group like PACE or Orchard Place.

d. Karla will contact Mike Pavon with Youth Homes to get his input on these two things.

3. Financial Aid Awareness Month. 

a. Good event keep as is.

4. Boys & Girls Club Event

a. Good event students asked a lot of questions last year.

b. 10-12 students total last year that attended (freshman, sophomore, and junior).

c. Erin will contact CEO to see where the need is for us.

d. Don Narcis is who we worked with last year.  Brandi will talk to Don about the needs as well.

5. New ideas-Brainstorming.

a. Possibly do more small college for a days event with foster kids.

b. Kristi will ask her friend about what we can do to help autistic students.

c. Iowa will be doing College Goal Sunday so our committee may help with that.

d. Ask Michelle Dunn what events other states are doing that have this similar committee.

e. Reality Store

i. Goal to hit different regions of the state.  Do more long range planning.  Possibly look at NW Iowa next, then SW, SE.  Heather will talk to Gary Adams about NW Iowa possibilities.  Robin will mention something to Carol Bogard.

ii. Create a standard checklist for Reality Store.

